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reading of measures of the same kind for Scotland
and for Ireland.

On the 21st of March, 1831, Lord John Russell
moved the second reading of the English Reform
Bill. The second reading was strongly resisted, and
the Tory speakers who had argued against the first
reading, declaimed their arguments all over again.
Three hundred and two members voted for the
second reading, and three hundred and one against
it. The second reading, therefore, embodying the
whole purpose of the Bill, was carried only by a
majority of one. The wildest exultation broke out
along the ranks of the Opposition. Every Tory in
the House felt satisfied that a Bill which passed its
second reading in the House of Commons by only a
majority of one would not have the slightest chance
of dragging itself through Committee without some
mutilation of its principal clauses which would leave
it an object of pity to its friends and of ridicule to its
enemies. The end of that particular struggle came
even sooner than was expected. An amendment
proposed by a Tory member, which declared that the
number of knights, citizens, and burgesses ought not
to be diminished, was opposed by Lord Althorp as
fatal to the value of the Bill ; and there were two
hundred and ninety-nine votes for the amendment
and two hundred and ninety-one against it. The
Government were, therefore, defeated by a majority
of eight votes. There was an end of .that particular
measure, at all events. Lord Grey and his colleagues
were not in the least dismayed. They determined at
once to dissolve Parliament and appeal to the country